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From the Principal’s Desk 

Dear Eastford Families, 

 

I hope that you all enjoyed time with family and friends during the Thanksgiving 

holiday. The Eastford Elementary School staff is thankful for the sense of 

community shown through parent and community involvement in our school.  

 

Speaking of community, I would like to thank the many parents and students who 

worked tirelessly in organizing all aspects of the Middle School Auction. The 

middle school parent group, led by Jen Larkin, earned about $12,000 that 

will be shared among the fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth grade classes. I would 

like to thank all of the members of the Eastford community for their generosity 

and support. All students benefit from the combined efforts of parents, staff and 

community members. 

 

I would also like to thank Amy Murphy and the PTO volunteers who worked all 

week to offer another successful Scholastic Book Fair for our families as well as 

provide nourishment to school staff during the parent teacher conferences.   

 

I was delighted to see so many parents in the building for parent teacher 

conferences.  It was a pleasure to visit with those that had time to chat. Report 

cards were distributed on Tuesday, November 28. Parents of students who are 

participating in intervention programs and enrichment programs received 

progress reports or self-reflections in the same envelope as report cards. Math and 

reading teachers, in conjunction with interventionists, will be contacting some 

parents about new goals for students who participate in academic intervention 

programs. Additional information about our response to intervention program 

can be found on our website (https://www.eastfordct.org/rti) or by contacting your 

child’s reading and/or math teacher.  

 

On no school and late opening days, radio station WINY and television 

channels 3 and 30 will carry announcements. We also post announcements on our 

website. We do not call individual families.  You can sign up for text alerts 

from WFSB or NBC and receive alerts directly on your phone at no cost.  Since the 

stations offer this service free, we have not paid for such a service for the Eastford 
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district. We will always notify the television stations when there is a late 

opening, early closing or snow day. If we must close early for bad 

weather, we will follow the directions that you gave us at the beginning of the 

year. It is very important that you talk with your children about what you want 

them to do on early dismissal days. If you would like to change any information 

that we have on file regarding who may take your children home, please send a 

note to the office as soon as possible. 

 

The Woodstock Fire Department and local churches have offered to assist Eastford 

families in need with toys and other items for children for the holidays. If you or 

somebody you know would like some assistance during the holiday 

season, please contact Mrs. Harrington or me.  

 

Basketball season has begun. Please check the school’s website for schedule 

information, especially when games are rescheduled. Student spectators in 

grades five through eight should have a permission slip signed by a parent or 

guardian when they are staying after school. Homeroom teachers and office staff 

have a supply of  ‘Permission to Attend an Athletic Event’ forms designed for this 

purpose and it can also be found on our website 

(http://www.eastfordct.org/attendathleticevent). An adult must accompany 

students in grades preschool through four if they wish to watch a basketball game 

after school. 

 

Since the colder weather has arrived, it is important that you send your children 

to school dressed appropriately. Unless the weather is deemed inclement, students 

are expected to be able to participate in outdoor activities every day. Also, the 

temperature inside the building can vary; it is best if students are dressed in 

layers to be comfortable in various classrooms and work spaces around the 

building.   

 

We once again have a few new staff members to introduce.  We are very 

fortunate to have Mrs. Margret Pittman join our staff.  As a retired elementary 

teacher, she brings a wealth of expertise in working with children to her role as 

paraprofessional. In addition to working with children in preschool, she will also 

be working in our school library.  We are also pleased to have hired a school 

counselor, Mrs. Beth Harrington.  She brings many years of counseling experience 

from diverse settings and will be a great asset to our school community. You can 

find more information about the role of a school counselor toward the end of the 

newsletter.  Most recently, we also hired Donna Lynch, another retired teacher, 

who will round out our enrichment program staff by providing whole class 

enrichment (Tier I), primarily in the lower grades, and small group pullout 

(Tier II) in multiple grades.  Diane Simu, whom some of you may know from her 

support during our afternoon homework club sessions, will also be joining us a few 

afternoons a week to support students in preschool.  We are fortunate to be able to 

add these skilled educators to our team so we can better provide for the needs of 

all children here at Eastford Elementary School.   

http://www.eastfordct.org/attendathleticevent
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I would like to recognize and congratulate Henry Driscoll and Anna 

Kellermann, this year’s recipients of the CAPSS Superintendent Award, and I 

would also like to extend congratulations to Mia Rose Thompson and Kaitlyn 

Becker who were nominated citizens of the trimester.  

 

I look forward to our winter concert, which will be held on Monday, December 

11.  There will be a daytime performance at 2:00 and an evening performance at 

7:00 pm.  More information can be found later in the newsletter. 

 

On behalf of the entire Eastford Elementary School staff, I would like to wish all 

families a happy holiday season. There will be limited access to the school office 

between December 26 and January 2. If you would like to contact us, leave a 

message via telephone or email. 

 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to communicate 

with members of the school staff. 
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PTO News  
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Music Room – Miss Gagnon 

Greetings Eastford Elementary families!  It’s the most wonderful time of the year! 

On Monday, December 11th, the students will have their winter concert during the 

school day at 2pm and in the evening at 7pm. Our band and chorus will perform as 

well as our 4th and 5th grade students. Please mark your calendars! Each member 

of chorus and band play an important role, so it is imperative they are at the 

performances. Concert dress for band and Monday morning chorus will be black 

pants, shoes, and a white shirt with a collar for boys, black pants or skirt, shoes, 

and a white dress shirt for girls (sweaters are okay as well). Concert dress for 4th 

and 5th grade chorus will be dress pants or skirt, dress shirt, dress shoes, or a 

dress. Holiday colors would be lovely, but our primary goal is for students to look 

dressed up. The only thing I ask is no T-shirts, jeans, or sneakers. For the evening 

performance, I ask that band members arrive in the music room by 6:15 to warm 

up and tune, and chorus members (this includes 4th and 5th grade) be in the 

music room by 6:30. Thank you so much! I am super excited about our upcoming 

performance. 

 

Meanwhile in general music . . . along with our usual games, we are learning 

about beat and rhythm in PreK and Kindergarten. First grade is starting solfege 

(do, re, mi . . .) and have the notes so and mi committed to memory. 2nd grade is 

starting the solfege ladder (do, re, mi, so, la) with help from our Orff instruments 

(mini xylophones) and nailing down basic rhythms on the drums. 3rd grade will be 

beginning recorder (most likely in January, but December if I can get the recorders 

sooner). 4th and 5th grade has been building on their musical literacy with their 

notes and rhythms while working hard to prepare for our Winter Concert. 6th 

grade is coming along with their reading skills and 7th grade is showing readiness 

for more complex rhythms. 8th grade is beginning to learn about major scales and 

will be learning about a blues progression in the future. 

 

Thank you for your support during this busy time of year! I hope to see many of 

you at the concert. 

 

Musically yours. 
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What’s Happening in Art – Mrs. Felt    

 

Art Prek and Kindergarten painted with acorns. 

They rolled an acorn around on paper and explored 

the process of painting with an object other than a 

paintbrush.  They also used the acorn tops to stamp 

with paint.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 1 and 2 drew and painted turkeys.  They studied the basic shapes needed 

to illustrate and practiced using the paintbrush correctly and mixing colors. They 

also painted Indian Corn using warm and cool colors schemes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Grade 3 experimented with wavy lines, focal points and using 
value and gradation to make a circle into a sphere.  They 
enjoyed seeing how these elements created movement in their 
works.   
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Grade 4 learned about the analogous colors of the fall leaves and 
used lines to create wood textures for the backgrounds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 5 and a few other classes used an acorn as the subject 
matter for creating an abstract painting.   
 
Grade 6 worked in groups and crafted marble runs.   
 
 
Grade 7 used complimentary color schemes, curved lines and gradients to create form 
and dimension. 

 
                                         

 
 
 
 

 
 
                            

                                                     
 Grade 8 designed shoes. 
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Enrichment News – Mrs. Lynch  

     

I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce myself to you.  My name is, Mrs. 

Donna Lynch, and I have been conditionally appointed to the position of 

Enrichment Teacher.  (Final details are still being confirmed, and I am awaiting 

approval by the Board of Education.)  I will be here in Eastford for a full day every 

Tuesday. 

 

During the month of December, I will be learning about some of the programs that 

could be used for whole-class enrichment, exploring areas of interest for students, 

and getting to know staff and their needs.  By January, I plan to have a schedule 

in place for direct work with students.   

 

I am presently developing a resource list of parents and community members who 

might be willing to share special skills/talents or areas of interest with our 

students.  If you might be willing to share your expertise or knowledge with us, 

please let me know via email (dlynch@eastfordct.org) or by calling the school. 

 

On a personal note, I live in Thompson, with my husband, Brian, and our Saint 

Bernard, Jameson.  I have two grown children, Sean and Alissa, and a daughter-

in-law, Ashley.  I am a recently retired special education teacher, having taught in 

Woodstock for thirty-eight years.  I am looking forward to working with our 

students and staff here in Eastford! 

 

 

 

  

mailto:dlynch@eastfordct.org
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ELA – Mrs. Lessard 

Fifth Grade 

Students in grade five recently finished reading Island of the Blue Dolphins, a 

novel they started reading with Mrs. Kuzel. Now that students have finished 

reading the novel, we have started our new ELA routine and weekly work plans. 

Every Monday I will assign students a ‘Weekly Work Plan;’ this plan will list all of 

the activities/skills students will be working on over the course of the week. I will 

post work plans to my homework page and Google Classroom. In addition to the 

work plans, students will have weekly spelling words – assigned on Mondays with 

a quiz on Fridays. I recently sent an e-mail to grade five families letting them 

know what they can expect in regards to weekly work, homework, spelling, and 

how they can help their child at home. Please check your e-mail for this notice or 

email me so I can resend the information to you. 

 

A few skills students have been working on are: spelling words with diagraphs, 

using transition words in their writing, and how to correctly use apostrophes. 

  

Seventh Grade 

Grade seven students have started the Writing Pathways Narrative Writing unit. 

Students started the unit by getting to know the characters in their stories. 

Students participated in a ‘Character Boot Camp’ where they put their characters 

in different situations/environments to see how they would react. Now that 

students know their characters well and have developed traits that will contribute 

to the conflict, students are now working on plotting out their stories and drafting 

mini-scenes. Soon, students will have a full draft and we will start revising for 

organization, conflict, and description. 

  

Eighth Grade 

Grade eight has just finished the Writing Pathways Investigative Journalism unit. 

Students did some ‘investigating’ by investigating the teachers at EES. They 

collected their information by creating Google Forms and sending them to 

teachers. Students then worked on paraphrasing and quoting the information they 

collected, in addition to writing with a tone that would be engaging to their 

readers, other students. 

 

Within the next week, students will start exploring theme while reading A 

Christmas Carol. On December 21st, students will be traveling to the Hartford 

Stage to watch a production of the famous story. 
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Science News – Mrs. Mead 

 

The fall has been a busy and exciting season in our science classes.   Here, grade 4 

students are working together to graph data they collected about their physical 

features.  This graph shows their height in centimeters.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 Also, grade 5 students work together to use a computerized simulation to build 

circuits that light a bulb brightly and safely.  
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The middle school students enjoyed a beautiful and educational day at Bluff Point 

State Park conducting a coastal field study with researchers from Mystic 

Aquarium.  Students investigated water conditions, a salt marsh, and examples of 

coastal marine organisms.  
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In two after-school activities sponsored by members of the Congregational Church, 

students created Zentangle-style decorations on pumpkins, and also built and 

launched rockets. 
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= 
Social Studies News - Mr. Kernan  

Grade 7 

 

In Grade Social Studies, we begin our review of the resources and the climate of 

Central and South America.  We will discover how tumultuous relationships can 

be regarding natural resources and how fragile those resources are as we did in 

our last unit.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of how climate has an 

impact on the people in different regions as well.  Talk to your 7th grader about 

some of the things we learn.  They might be happy to share with you how 

important our neighbors to the South are to the food we can buy. 

 

Grade 8 

 

In Grade 8 Social Studies, we concluded our look at the War of 1812.   We 

discovered the challenges of being a new country and how established countries 

such as France and England will challenge us.  We are also looking at the 

Presidents and how they handled such things as policy, foreign affairs and the 

media.  By doing this, we can look at our current and most previous Presidents 

and see how things overlap and how the more things change; the more they stay 

the same!  This is the fun part of US History!! 

 

 

Sixth Grade News – Mr. Kernan 

Hope everyone enjoyed a fulfilling Thanksgiving holiday!  In 6th grade, we have 

started our third novel of the year, Bridge to Terabithia.  We once again have a 

great opportunity to look at how an author uses foreshadowing, understand 

author’s craft and purpose, and understand a little about adolescent behaviors.  

Previous to this book, we read Holes.  This is about the lovable yet unlucky 

Stanley Yelnats.  This book by Louis Sachar uses determination and perseverance, 

friends and friendship, adolescent issues, and understanding others as its main 

themes.  In our anthology, we have read Ancient Greece, Mother Fletcher’s Gift, 

and Viva New Jersey this past month. 

 

In Math, we concluded Topic 2, Algebraic Expressions and began Topic 3, which is 

an extension of Algebraic Expressions and introduces integers, rational numbers, 

and irrational numbers.  I have set up each student with a Khan Academy 

account.  I am still asking each student to complete 20 minutes a night to help 

with understanding.  Math is getting more involved and the more access they have 

to the information the better off we’ll be!  Please encourage them to do this.   
 



Eastford Elementary School Newsletter      December 2017 
  Page 14 of 17 

 

 

 

 
 



Eastford Elementary School Newsletter      December 2017 
  Page 15 of 17 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 



Eastford Elementary School Newsletter      December 2017 
  Page 16 of 17 

 
 
  

  



Eastford Elementary School Newsletter      December 2017 
  Page 17 of 17 

 

 


